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 No matter the form in which it occurs, learning is a crucial part of life. However, only 

those in the profession of teaching have the luxury of being able to teach large groups day in 

and day out for as long as they want. Teachers are one of the largest shapers of students’ lives, 

and are given a great chance to have an impact. In addition, those who teach history have an 

even greater opportunity. History teachers are able to give students knowledge and skills 

revolving around ideas such as: critical thinking skills, the importance of the past, and how to 

connect what they see, read, and hear to their current lives. Teachers have a big responsibility 

to students, parents, and the community. As a teacher, I know that I have to be effective at my 

job if I’m going to positively impact these people. There are many ways to teach. However, 

regardless of form, it is essential that teachers aim for student success, try to connect with 

students’ lives, and continue to learn themselves.  

 The greatest joy of being a teacher comes with seeing a student succeed. There is just 

something special about that “ah-ha” moment when a student first notices a connection. As a 

teacher, I want to see every student do well. This requires different approaches for different 

students. Some prefer lectures, some prefer art, some learn best with technology, and many 

more. A teacher must remember this when they are designing their lessons. It is important for a 

classroom to include a variety, so as to reach everyone. Teachers also need to be willing to help 

students in ways that benefit the class. A teacher should not teach based solely on what works 

best for them, and certainly not based on what requires the least amount of effort. Instead, an 

effective teacher gets to know their students and is willing to change things and put in more 

effort to best help the class. Seeing students who enjoy learning and are happy with the work 

that they do is a great sight. To achieve this, a teacher must work with their students.  
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 A teacher’s job is the content they are teaching first and foremost, but they can still 

teach many other things as well. Students’ lives go beyond the classroom, and it is important to 

recognize this. A teacher should aim to assist their students in gaining knowledge beyond just 

what is in a textbook. This can happen in many settings, such as on a sports team or club 

meeting. There, a teacher can help students gain all sorts of useful knowledge, skills, and 

values. Even outside of those settings, a teacher can be a big help to students. For example, a 

teacher of juniors or seniors can discuss with their students about what post-high school path is 

best for them. History classrooms are also great places for going beyond simple names and 

dates. As a history teacher, I incorporate knowledge and skills, such as how to analyze texts or 

understand multiple points of view, in to my lessons. This type of teaching should not take 

away from the needed material. However, it is still important.   

 If there is one thing I learned as a camp counselor, it is that you can never do it alone. 

My co-counselors, bosses, and even campers themselves were instrumental in improving my 

performance. As a teacher, it is also important to listen to those around you. An effective 

teacher will learn on their own as well. Professional development and research on new 

practices or information is key to refining one’s craft. So too is listening to the veterans who 

have been at the job for a long time. Everyone works better when they are surrounded by 

people who are positive and help make you better. It is important for teachers to consider 

advice they get. An especially good place to look for this is the students themselves. Their 

feedback is an incredible insight into what works and does not. There is a lot that goes into 

being a great teacher, but listening to others, especially students, is crucial.  


