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Lesson Plan 1: In detail 

 (The American Revolution / 1 day) (World History) (Mr. Jon Frederick) (October 26th) 

Lesson Essential Question (LEQ):  How did Enlightenment ideas influence the American Revolution?   

NC Essential Standard(s)   WH.H.6.2: Analyze political revolutions in terms of their causes and impact on independence, 

governing bodies and church-state relations 

 WH.H. 7.1: Evaluate key turning points of the modern era in terms of their lasting impact 
 

Activity Details: Activities & Setting Purpose (Rationale) Time 

Pre-Lesson 

(Prior Knowledge, Prepare 

Content) 

Start by telling students about a new school 

policy where students would no longer be 

allowed to have their phones on campus. 

Ask students how they fell about the policy 

and the fact that they had no input. Then, if 

students did not figure it out on their own, 

reveal that the policy is not acutally 

happening. Then segway into a comparison 

to the American Revolution.  

This is meant to put students into 

the shoes of Americans before the 

Revolution. Phones are an important 

part of many people’s lives and so 

students will be given a better 

understanding of the American 

Revolution through the comparison.  

5 minutes  

Acquisition / Teacher Input 

(Establish objectives, LEQ, and 

learning parameters / 

Introduce Content) 

Give a brief explanation of major causes 

building up to the revolution (French and 

Indian War, various acts, Boston Massacre, 

etc). The explanation should include the 

British motivations and colonist’s responses 

to different causes. Then finish with a 

discussion of Colonial leadership and the 

Declaration of Independence.  

This is simply meant to introduce 

content that students may not be 

familiar with or need a refresher on. 

It should establish a base of 

knowledge for the next activity.  

10 minutes  

Extending & Refining 

(Guided Practice) 

Break students up into groups. Assign each 

group one of the following: the Sugar Act, 

the Stamp Act, the Quartering Act, the 

Boston Massacre, and the Intolerable Acts. 

Have each group discuss why this act(s) or 

This activity is supposed to get 

students to connect the emotions of 

the colonists and their desire for 

independence to ideas from the 

Enlightenment. Students should also 

30 minutes  
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event would have upset the colonists. They 

then should prepare a brief response to 

explain their anger to the crown (the 

teacher). Students should reference ideas 

from the previous lecture on the 

Enlightenment in their response.  

demonstrate an understanding of 

the causes for revolution. They 

should also notice that these causes 

are varying in nature, including 

economic, political and social 

problems.  

Adjusting/Re-Centering 

(Assess student progress, 

make adjustments, clarify) 

The groups present their argument to the 

teacher, with the teacher clarifying anything 

that is needed. The teacher then asks the 

entire class to use what the groups have 

presented to create a defense for America 

declaring independence. This should just be 

a discussion and does not need any sort of 

written document.  

This is meant for the teacher to be 

able to check if students are 

understanding ideas. The teacher 

also has the opportunity to explain 

or add to any parts of the responses 

in order to assist the whole class. 

The class may also benefit from 

having other students explain the 

causes that they did not have a 

response for.  

15 minutes  

Extending & Refining II 

(Independent practice) 

Have students pretend that they are pro-

revolution colonists right before the war is 

about to start. Their job is to draw a poster 

or advertisement that convinces the 

population that America should seek its 

independence. The teacher should collect 

the drawing when finished (students could 

finish for homework if the desired).  

This activity is meant to summarize 

the events for students. There are a 

lot of directions for students to take 

this assignment so they are 

provided with choices. This also 

provides an opportunity for students 

who are interested in art and 

drawing to do something they enjoy 

(the teacher should explain that 

professional art skills are not 

needed, however). The teacher can 

also get a final check on student 

understanding.  

25 minutes  
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Closure 

(Student-driven + teacher 

directed summary to the 

lesson, review LEQ) 

The teacher should wrap things up by 

explaining that the Enlightenment had a 

large impact on the leaders of colonial 

America. Then the teacher should tell 

students that this was not exclusive to the 

US and was instead happening all over the 

world.  

This is meant to serve as a final 

connection between the previous 

two days in the unit and the current 

one. It also serves as a very small 

preview into the next three days of 

class.  

5 minutes  

Assessments  
Formative Summative 

 Teacher walks around and helps 

groups think of responses 

 Drawings that demonstrate 

understanding  

 Presentation of Colonist arguments  

Notes 

(History content resources, 

research notes, lesson plan 

ideas, comments for 

supervisor, notes to self) 

 World Together, Worlds apart 

textbook 

 HIS 2510 notes  

Materials 

& 

Supplies 

 Presentation on 

American Revolution  

 Colored pencils 

 White computer paper  

 

 


