
History Content Notes: The Scientific Revolution  

 Geocentrism- the belief that the Earth is the center of the universe, with the sun, moon, planets, 

and stars revolving around it 

 Heliocentrism- the astronomical idea that the sun is the center of the galaxy, with the earth 

revolving around it 

 Theory created by Nicolaus Copernicus, and confirmed by Galileo Galilei  

 Galileo ends up being put on trial for heresy 

 Sir Francis Bacon- discover and learn through experiments; don’ trust traditional authorities  

 Scientific method- observe-research-hypothesis-experiment-analyze-conclude 

 Isaac Newton develops many scientific ideas, including laws of motion and gravity  

 1st law- objects in motion stay in motion, objects at rest remain at rest until 

acted on by an outside force  

 2nd law- force=mass times acceleration 

 3rd law- for every action there is an equal and opposite reaction 

 Gravity- explains why things fall and how planets move  

 Ideas developed over time, by 17th century monarchs embrace new scientific principles  

 Showed the rulers were embracing of modern times and that prominent 

thinkers and the crown agreed  

 New schools are formed that embrace science 

 Problems still exist 

 Many people still illiterate  

 Schools only for the elite  

 Many thinkers still punished  

 Taxes still unfair towards peasants  

 Harsh judicial decisions 

History Content Notes: The Enlightenment  

 Enlightenment- “Age of reason” that would reshape thinking in Europe  

 Rationalism- belief that opinions should be based on reason and knowledge, not religious belief 

or emotional response. This was popular among enlightenment thinkers 

 Also believed status determined by merit instead of birth  

 Tyranny- in this sense, it’s when the government oppresses the people it governs; 

enlightenment aims to fix  

 Thinkers include: 

 John Locke: Natural rights (life, liberty, and property) and social contract  

 Voltaire: freedom of religion, freedom of speech, and separation of church and 

state 

 Adam Smith: Laissez faire government  

 Montesquieu: separation of powers  

 Jean-Jacques Rousseau: built on Locke; men are born good, society corrupts. 

When governments become tyrannical they break social contract, people can 

rebel 

 The enlightenment inspires many people in Europe to push for equality 



 Still not applied to women, countries and civilizations in other parts of the world 

seen as “backward” for not gaining enlightenment ideas 

 

*This lesson is important because it introduces students to new ideas from the enlightenment, as well as 

the effects that new ideas have on lives. Students begin to interact with ideas and theories that would 

influence political thought up until this day. They also receive some additional connections to their own 

lives, through the ways in which people interact with new ideas.  

 

 

 

 


