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Lesson Plan 1: In detail 
 (The French Revolution / 2 days) (World History) (Mr. Jon Frederick) (October 27th-28th ) 

Lesson Essential Question (LEQ):  How did the French Revolution become a turning point in history?  
NC Essential Standard(s)   WH.H. 6.2: Analyze political revolutions in terms of their causes and impact on independence, governing 

bodies and church-state relations 

 WH.H. 7.1: Evaluate key turning points of the modern era in terms of their lasting impact 
  

Activity Details: Activities & Setting Purpose (Rationale) Time 

Pre-Lesson 

(Prior Knowledge, Prepare 

Content) 

Day 1: 

Show students a picture from the French 

Revolution where King Louis XVI was just 

beheaded and they’re holding his head up to 

the crowd. Ask students to write down 

theories they have about what happened before 

and after to lead to the picture. They also can 

write down any questions they have, but the 

questions have to be open ended. The student 

should then share their ideas with a small group 

and then the class.    

Day 2: 

The teacher begins by asking students to 

attempt to make connections between what 

they have learned about the Enlightenment, and 

what they have learned about the French 

Revolution.  

Day 1: 

This is meant to get students curious 

about what they are going to learn 

about. The picture is a shocking one 

that should get students’ minds 

wondering about what is going on. The 

teacher is furthering the interest with 

the picture as a hook into the lesson.  

Day 2: 

This serves as a review of both topics 

and also helps students to begin to 

recognize the connections between the 

two.  

Day 1: 

20 minutes  

 

Day 2: 

10 minutes  

Acquisition / Teacher Input 

(Establish objectives, LEQ, and 

learning parameters / Introduce 

Content) 

Day 1:  

The teacher will give a lecture on the French 

Revolution, touching on conditions pre-

revolution, causes, important events and 

people, the terror, and the end of the 

revolution.  

Day 1: 

This is meant to introduce students to 

content they may not be as familiar 

with as they were the American 

Revolution. It can also be a place for 

the teacher to show how ideas from 

Day 1: 

20 minutes  

 

Day 2: 

5 minutes  
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Day 2: 

The teacher gives a brief overview of how the 

French Revolution was a game changer for 

French society, leading to more rights for many 

people.  

the first few days of the unit inspired 

the French Revolution.   

Day 2: This is meant to help students 

understand how large of an impact the 

French Revolution had. Students should 

also be given an understanding of why 

people would have wanted the 

revolution in the first place.  

Extending & Refining 

(Guided Practice) 

Day 1: 

The teacher should bring the image from the 

start of class back up. On the board to the left 

of the image the word “Causes” should be 

written, and on the right of the image the 

teacher should write “Effects”. The class should 

then discuss various items that belong on both 

sides of the board.  

Day 2: 

The teacher should give students a copy of the 

Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. 

Students should annotate the document in small 

groups of two or three, noting anything they 

view as important. Students should also explain 

why certain ideas would appeal to the French 

people. The teacher should walk around and 

help students note key ideas.  

 

Day 1: 

This activity is meant to check student 

understanding of important aspects of 

the French Revolution. It also helps 

demonstrate the importance of cause 

and effect when it comes to history. 

Finally, it provides a nice conclusion to 

what was started at the beginning of 

class.  

Day 2: 

This activity is meant to engage 

students with primary sources and help 

them understand what to get out of 

them. It also serves as a way to teach 

students about the French 

Revolutionaries wants and desires. 

Students also interact with one another 

to come up with different ideas.  

Day 1: 

20 minutes  

 

Day 2: 

35 minutes  

Adjusting/Re-Centering 

(Assess student progress, make 

adjustments, clarify) 

Day 1: 

The teacher explains to students that the 

French Revolution was a tumultuous time and 

that people were often feeling a wide range of 

Day 1: 

This is meant to demonstrate that the 

French Revolution had an impact on 

people besides the government. It also 

Day 1: 

5 minutes  
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emotions. The teacher should also take any 

questions that students have.  

Day 2: 

The teacher explains how the Declaration of the 

Rights of Man and of the Citizen had many 

similarities with the American Bill of Rights at 

the same time. The teacher then asks students 

if they believe the new societies set up by 

revolution achieved what they said they were 

going to. 

 

allows for a transition into the next 

activity.  

Day 2: 

This is meant to serve as a transition 

into the next part of the lesson. It also 

draws comparisons between the 

American and French Revolutions. This 

part of the lesson is also a refresher on 

what was just gone over.  

Day 2: 

10 minutes  

Extending & Refining II 

(Independent practice) 

Day 1: 

Students should imagine that they are living 

during the time of the French Revolution. They 

must write a letter to a loved one explaining 

what is going on and how they feel. They may 

pick any point surrounding the Revolution as it 

was covered in class, and may also choose to 

be at any level of society they wish.  

Day 2: 

Students should now be given a copy of the 

Declaration of the Rights of Woman and of the 

Female Citizen to read individually. There should 

then be a class discussion, led by students with 

the teacher providing structure, about what the 

document hoped to accomplish.  

 

Day 1: 

This activity is meant to get students 

thinking about what it was like during 

the time period. It also helps the 

teacher check for any glaring 

misunderstandings. Students are 

allowed choice so that they will be able 

to talk about a part of the revolution 

that interests them. This activity also 

allows students with an interest in 

creative or imaginative writing a chance 

to use it.  

Day 2: 

This is meant to give students a 

different perspective on the 

Enlightenment and French Revolution. 

Students should recognize that the 

revolution still did not result in the 

conditions that are around today.  

Day 1: 

20 minutes  

 

Day 2: 

25 minutes  
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Closure 

(Student-driven + teacher directed 

summary to the lesson, review 

LEQ) 

Day 1: 

The teacher ends by collecting the students’ 

writing and explaining to them that the French 

Revolution was also heavy on Enlightenment 

ideas.  

Day 2: 

The teacher concludes by wrapping up the 

discussion and telling students that the question 

of equality was one that was on the minds of all 

types of people all over the world.  

Day 1: 

This concludes class for the day and 

provides a preview into a continued 

discussion on the next day.  

Day 2: 

This is meant to end the class and 

preview the discussion of the next day 

on other revolutions around the world. 

It also is meant to remind students that 

the French Revolution was a catalyst 

for many other events.  

Day 1: 

5 minutes  

 

Day 2: 

5 minutes  

Assessments  
Formative Summative 

 Cause and effect activity 

 Letter writing activity  

 Annotation activity  

 Class discussion  

 Review at start of day two of lesson 

Notes 

(History content resources, 

research notes, lesson plan ideas, 

comments for supervisor, notes to 

self) 

 World Together, Worlds apart 

textbook 

 HIS-2315 notes  

 The Declaration of the Rights of Man and 

of the Citizen 

 The Bill of Rights  

 The Declaration of the Rights of Woman 

and of the Female Citizen 

 

Materials 

& Supplies 
 Louis XVI picture 

 French Revolution 

Presentation 

 Something to write on 

the board with 

 Copies of the 

Declaration of the 

Rights of Man 

and of the Citizen 

 Copies of the 

Declaration of the 

Rights of Woman 

and of the Female 

Citizen 
 


