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Lesson Plan 1: In detail 
 (The Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment / 2 days) World History Mr. Jon Frederick October 24th-25th  

Lesson Essential Question (LEQ):  How did new ideas in the Age of Enlightenment challenge societal norms?  
NC Essential Standard(s)   WH.H.6.1: Explain how new ideas and theories of the universe altered political thought and affected 

economic and social conditions 
  

Activity Details: Activities & Setting Purpose (Rationale) Time 

Pre-Lesson 

(Prior Knowledge, Prepare 

Content) 

Day 1: 

Ask students to write about how they see new 

ideas challenging the world around them. Then 

have them share in either small groups or as a 

class.  

Day 2: 

Ask students to discuss as a class what they 

know about revolutions, rebellions, and the 

reasons for them.  

Day 1: 

Students will be introduced to the idea 

that new ideas challenge old ones. Since 

this is the first day of a new unit, 

students will be exposed to a key idea 

by comparing it to something in their 

own lives. Sharing can help give 

students more ideas to think about, and 

can start discussions.  

Day 2:  

This helps establish a base for what 

students already know, and allows for a 

transition into the ideas behind many of 

the revolutions at the time.  

Day 1: 

15 minutes 

Day 2: 

10 minutes  

Acquisition / Teacher Input 

(Establish objectives, LEQ, and 

learning parameters / Introduce 

Content) 

Day 1: 

Use a short lecture to introduce key ideas 

about the scientific revolution and 

enlightenment. These can include: 

heliocentrism, gravity, Newton’s laws, the 

scientific method, rationalism, etc. Be sure not 

to lecture for too long, or to become 

dependent on it.  

Day 2: 

Day 1: 

The lecture is mainly meant to 

introduce themes and content. 

Students do not need to have an in 

depth knowledge of scientific principles, 

but should recognize that many ideas 

today considered as fact were not 

always the case. This also may generate 

interest in students who have a passion 

for science.  

Day 1: 

10 minutes 

Day 2: 

20 minutes  
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Show students a portion of John Locke’s Second 

Treatise of Civil Government, discussing natural 

rights. Break this down for students and unpack 

the thinking behind it and other enlightenment 

ideas, such as: tolerance, liberalism, the free 

market, etc.  

Day 2: 

The point of this is to introduce the 

ideas of the enlightenment to students. 

Chances are they will be at least a little 

familiar with some of them, even if they 

do not recognize the names. This also 

helps give students interaction with 

primary sources.  

Extending & Refining 

(Guided Practice) 

Day 1: 

Break the students up into groups of four. Have 

each group decide on a person to be one of the 

following: the person with a new idea, the 

church, the monarch, and a common person. 

Each student should think about how their role 

would respond to an idea of their choice from 

the previous lecture. They then should share 

with one another. The teacher should walk 

around and help provide ideas to students.  

Day 2: 

Have students brainstorm potentital problems 

that could come with living under a king and 

then have them write them on the board or 

share out loud. Next ask students how they 

would go about combating those problems. The 

teacher should provide examples of 

monarchical rule from across the globe.  

Day 1: 

This activity is meant to get students 

thinking about how different people 

would have interacted with new ideas 

during the time. They should come to 

realize that some people were open to 

change and the benefits it could bring, 

while others resisted it. It also helps 

promote historical thinking, in that 

students must imagine how people of 

the past felt and thought.  

Day 2: 

This is meant to help students 

understand what it would be like under 

a monarch’s rule. Students will 

understand how absolutism can lead to 

problems and the reasons that people 

would want constitutions and 

freedoms. They will also have an 

opportunity to apply previous class 

material such as: legalism in Qin China, 

conditions in medieval Europe, etc.  

Day 1: 

35 minutes 

Day 2: 

15 minutes  
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Adjusting/Re-Centering 

(Assess student progress, make 

adjustments, clarify) 

Day 1: 

Ask students for feedback on how they felt 

about the activity. How did they feel about a 

challenging new idea? Was it frustrating when 

someone disagreed with them? Can they see 

why people may choose to embrace or reject a 

new idea? Etc.  

Day 2: 

Do a quick review with students about the 

enlightenment ideas and philosophers. Ask 

them some content questions, but also focus on 

concpets such as natural rights and the desire 

for laissez-faire government.  

Day 1: 

The point of asking students about the 

activity is to monitor if they are 

grasping key ideas about change. The 

teacher should explain concepts that 

may be missing, and should also fix any 

glaring content errors that pop up. This 

also helps to provide feedback on if 

students enjoyed the activity and if it 

was useful/should be used again.  

Day 2: 

This is meant to understand what 

students are understanding and where 

things have to be explained further.  

Day 1: 

10 minutes 

Day 2: 

10 minutes  

Extending & Refining II 

(Independent practice) 

Day 1: 

Provide students with a simple worksheet 

about the causes and effects of the scientific 

revolution. They should fill it out individually 

and then turn it in.  

Day 2: 

Have students in small groups create a vinn 

diagram that compares and contrasts living 

under a monarch with living in the type of 

society enlightenment thinkers wished to 

create. Have students create these diagrams on 

large pieces of paper and stick them on the 

wall. Then have each group discuss a few items 

that they listed.  

Day 1: 

The worksheet is supposed to measure 

students individual understanding of 

how new ideas affect society and 

people. It also measures their ability to 

determine probable causes and effects 

for events in history.  

Day 2: 

This activity gets students talking to 

one another about what they have 

learned. They also have to practice 

comparing and contrasting two 

different forms of government. This 

activity will also allow teachers to 

measure student understanding and 

provides opportunity for input.  

Day 1: 

15 minutes  

Day 2: 

30 minutes  
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Closure 

(Student-driven + teacher directed 

summary to the lesson, review 

LEQ) 

Day 1: 

Loop back around to the beginning of class. 

Have students discuss as a class how new ideas 

today are challenging notions held in various 

parts of the world. Ask students why they think 

that people either believe or distrust these 

ideas.  

Day 2: 

Have students contemplate what they learned 

about the reaction to new ideas from day one. 

Then have them apply that to enlightenment 

ideas by holding a discussion. Ask students 

people would or would not have supported the 

enlightenment.  

Day 1: 

The closure is meant to have students 

leave class thinking about how the 

concepts they learned can be applied to 

the world around them. It also helps 

them make comparisons between the 

past and the present.  

Day 2: 

This provides a look back to the first 

day of the unit and helps reinforce the 

ways in which people react to change. 

Students will hopefully gain a better 

understanding of both the scientific 

revolution and the enlightenment 

through this comparison.  

Day 1: 

5 minutes 

Day 2: 

5 minutes  

Assessments  
Formative Summative 

 Worksheet during day one 

 Review on day two 

 Vinn diagram activity  

 Closing discussion on day two 

Notes 

(History content resources, 

research notes, lesson plan ideas, 

comments for supervisor, notes to 

self) 

 World Together, Worlds apart 

textbook 

 Online copy of John Locke’s Second 

Treatise of Civil Government, with 

appropriate part pre-found 

 HIS-2315 notes 

 

Materials 

& Supplies 
 Worksheets on causes 

and effects of scientific 

revolution  

 

 Giant paper that 

sticks on walls 

 Markers  

 


